




Hari Om                                                 

Our Scriptures (Shāstras) 

 

 

Shruti: Four Vedas  

1) Rg 

2) Yajur 

3) Sāma 

4) Atharva 

 

Smrti: Dharma Shāstras 

Primary is Manu Smrti (codes of 

conduct, how to living life in harmony 

 

Itihāsas: Historical Epics  

1) Rāmāyaṇa  

2) Mahābhārata (contains 

Shrīmad Bhagavad Gītā) 

 

Purāṇas: Stories on Glory of God  

- 18 Purāṇas (18th and largest is 

Shrīmad Bhāgavata) 

- 46 Upa-purāṇas  

 

Shad Darshanas: Six Philosophies  

- Nyāya by Gautama Rishi 

- Vaisheshika by Kanada Rishi 

- Yoga by Patanjali 

- Mimāṁsā by Jaimini Rishi 

- Vedānta by Veda Vyāsa 

(includes Brahma Sūtras) 

- Sānkhya by Sage Kapila 

 

Shad-liṅgas (6 limbs) or Vedāṅgas  

- Shīkshā (Phonetics) 

- Kalpa (Religious rites) 

- Vyākaraṇa (Grammar) 

- Nirukta (Etymology) 

- Chhandas (Prosody) 

- Jyotisha (Astronomy) 

 

Upa-vedas 

• Āyur-veda (Science of 

Life/Medicine) 

• Dhanur-veda (Science of Warfare) 

• Gandharva Veda (Science of Art 

and Music) 

• Sthāpatya Veda (Science of 

Architecture) 






















